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Under any circumstances, researching and writing a 25k word thesis is a long and complex process, 

but in the current climate things have been especially strange. Aside from the obvious – lockdowns 

preventing possibilities of on-site fieldwork or accessing archives, compounded by travel restrictions 

– the political divisions and inequalities highlighted by the corona crisis and the Black Lives Matter 

protests have made the thesis at points seem unreal and distant. But at the same time, world events 

have highlighted the relevance and necessity of critical research on capitalism, society and 

globalisation, to which I hope our topics may contribute, in some small way. 

It was in this setting that the Goettingen cohort came together to present our research, in a three-

day programme from the 11th to the 13 of June. The day opened on Thursday late afternoon on the 

effects of globalisation on different industries – one which stood out was on family businesses in 

Germany, which felt a circular path back to the first GLOCAL Summer School I attended in 2018 in 

Germany on Mittelstand businesses. In the same way I enjoyed hearing about refugee integration in 

Germany, which brought me back to our overnight trip to Berlin back in February, where we met 

with grassroots organisations and initiatives that support refugees in the city. 

The next day’s topics covered urban development and community use of public spaces; financial 

technology and complementary currency in economic development; industry and worker’s 

perspectives in the political economy; and online technologies in advertising and travel agencies. 

Our final day was a Saturday, and we ended with presentations on a range of topics from Scotland 

sustainable land management to tourism gentrification in Barcelona.  

Overall, it was a rewarding three days – it was helpful to present research plans and air writing-

related concerns, and it was also nice to reconnect as a group. Another perk of online presenting 

was that we could jump between presentations in both Goettingen and Rotterdam which were 

happening at the same time: as we’re on different schedules (with the Rotterdam group almost 

finished) it was inspiring to hear these finalised projects. Good luck to all my Goettingen classmates 

to finish this final few-month stretch, and congrats to the Rotterdam group for getting this far!  

  


